Habitat for Humanity of Michigan 
New Construction House Plan Criteria Checklist
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Affiliate: ___________________________________________________
House Address: ____________________________________________
Plan Name/Description: ______________________________________
Plan Scale: _______= 1’-0” Plan Drafter: ________________________


Contact Phone: _____________________________________________
 

Contact E-mail: _____________________________________________
     
This form may be used to rate a house plan for sustainable building criteria. 

Criteria 1 through 10 are required in order to participate in Habitat for Humanity of Michigan programming. 

	
	Criteria/feature
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	1)
	Home is designed to meet and will be built to achieve certification in the EPA’s ENERGY STAR® for new homes program. Attach completed “Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR Plan Review Checklist”.  (A)
	· 
	· 
	

	2)
	The plan living space meets HFHI criteria for size as follows: (B)
· 900 sq ft for a 2-bedroom plan (one bath allowed)
OR
· 1,070 sq ft for a 3-bedroom plan (one and a half baths allowed)
OR
· 1,230 square feet for a 4-bedroom plan (two baths allowed)
	· 
	· 
	

	3)
	Plan does not include a garage or carport.  (C)
	· 
	· 
	

	4)
	Plan shows at least one main floor covered entrance (drawn and/or noted on plan).  (D)
	· 
	· 
	

	5)
	Plan shows at least one no-step entrance from an accessible route, including notations for ALL of the following:
· Threshold of ½ inch or less shown on at least a 36” wide entry door at a no-step (free of any steps) entry  (E,F)
AND
· A minimum 5’ x 5’ landing at floor level shown outside the no-step entry  (G,H)
AND
· A navigable route leading to the no-step entry not steeper than 1:12  (I)
	· 
	· 
	

	6)
	The plan shows that :
· Hallways without doors are at least 3’-5” wide rough frame to rough frame  (J)
AND
· Hallways with doors are at least 3’-7” rough frame to rough frame (3’-8” or more is preferred).
	· 
	· 
	

	7)
	The plan shows all doorways on the main floor to be at least 36 inches wide  (K)
	· 
	· 
	

	8)
	The plan shows at least one half-bathroom on the main floor with noted areas for:
· A clear floor space of 30 by 48 inches centered on and contiguous to the sink that IS NOT encroached by the swing path of the bathroom door.  (L)
AND

· A clear floor space that is at least 30 by 48 inches and parallel or head-on to the sink and toilet  (M,N)
	· 
	· 
	

	9)
	Environmental controls—including light switches and heating and cooling controls—are noted to be located: 
· at least 18 inches above the finished floor  (O)
AND

· no more than 48 inches above the finished floor  (P)
	· 
	· 
	

	10)
	Blocking is shown to be installed for future grab bar installation:
· At main floor toilet no less than 33 inches and no more than 36 inches above the finished floor (Q)
AND 
· Extending 48” along the side and 42” along the back of the toilet  (R)
	· 
	· 
	

	
	Additional Accessibility Features
	
	
	

	11)
	30” X 48” clear unobstructed floor spaces (can be perpendicular to fixture) are shown on plan:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  In front of kitchen and bath sinks centered on fixture
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  In front of main floor laundry
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  In front of all appliances
	· 
	· 
	

	12)
	Plans show and/or construction documents specify that bath and kitchen sink plumbing is roughed into wall (or adjacent if at exterior wall) for wheelchair footrest clearance.
	· 
	· 
	

	13)
	Plan shows that heating ducts are not placed in floor or toe kick area beneath or in front of sinks or other spaces where a wheelchair may roll.
	· 
	· 
	

	14)
	Blocking is noted on plan in main floor bath for future wall-hung lavatory and at shower/tub unit for future grab bar installation.
	· 
	· 
	

	15)
	Laundry hook-up is located on main floor (one can be in a basement also).
	· 
	· 
	

	16)
	A clear unobstructed 60” diameter turning circle clear floor space is shown in bath and kitchen (in all rooms when feasible)
	· 
	· 
	

	17)
	The main floor accessible toilet is located a minimum of 1’- 6 ½” from center of toilet to rough framed side wall.
	· 
	· 
	

	18)
	A 36” X 60” clear floor space is shown on plan in front of 60” tub or shower unit.
	· 
	· 
	

	19)
	The refrigerator is located on the plan such that the door can swing past 90 degrees for full access (i.e. open door not along perpendicular wall).
	· 
	· 
	

	20)
	At least 1’-6” of clear wall space is provided on the latch side of all in-swing doors for wheelchair door opening clearance.
	· 
	· 
	

	21)
	Lever style handles, faucets, door hardware, and latches, as well as rocker style switches, are specified on plan or documentation.
	· 
	· 
	

	22)
	Firm finished flooring surfaces are specified on main floor and noted to be installed under sink cabinets prior to cabinet installation.
	· 
	· 
	

	23)
	Kitchen cabinet layout includes one 24” cabinet next to sink to provide adequate space for installation of future dishwasher.
	· 
	· 
	

	24)
	Heating unit and electrical panel are shown on the main floor with adequate access for servicing.
	· 
	· 
	

	
	Advanced Framing Features
	
	
	

	25)
	House plan exterior dimensions are designed on 2-foot modules for efficient use of standard building materials.
	· 
	· 
	

	26)
	Conventionally framed exterior walls are shown to be 2x6 - 24” on center; interior walls are shown to be 2x4 - 24” on center in-line with exterior walls (interior plumbing walls can be 2X6).
	· 
	· 
	

	27)
	Rough window and door openings include a regular 24” on-center stud as a king stud on one or both sides of the opening whenever possible (opening dimensions will vary with header hangers and double trimmer studs).
	· 
	· 
	

	28)
	Plan specifies in-line (stacked) framing in which floor, all walls, and roof framing members are vertically in line on 24” on centers.
	· 
	· 
	

	29)
	Load-bearing headers are sized for actual load and fully insulated, or single header material is specified up to spans per code flush with the wall exterior and insulated to the interior.
	· 
	· 
	

	30)
	Plan or documents show that no load-bearing headers are to be used on non load-bearing walls, including below gables (where codes and inspectors allow).
	· 
	· 
	

	31)
	Plan specifies two-stud corner framing (or equivalent) and drywall clips, 1X material, or scrap lumber for drywall backing (instead of bucks or studs).   
	· 
	· 
	

	32)
	Roof overhangs at eaves are 24” deep when feasible, or optimized for passive solar gain. 
	· 
	· 
	

	33)
	Roof pitch is designed to minimize roof framing and sheathing waste when feasible (historic districts may restrict options).
	· 
	· 
	

	34)
	Single trimmer (jack) studs are shown to be used on typical openings, split at sill to eliminate extra cripple studs (wider openings or snow loads doubled per code).
	· 
	· 
	

	35)
	Drywall clips, 1X material, framing ladders, scrap material, or a combination of these methods  are shown to be used at intersecting walls in place of dimensional lumber wall bucks.
	· 
	· 
	

	36)
	Plan or documents note that nailers and blocking for handrails, closet rods, grab bars, cabinets (as needed), etc. are to be site-placed from otherwise scrap materials.
	· 
	· 
	

	
	Other (note):
	· 
	· 
	


New Construction House Plan Criteria Checklist Notes
1)
- ENERGY STAR® certification requires that the builder affiliate establish a partnership with a certified HERS (Home Energy Rating System) rater before construction begins. Raters can be found on the ENERGY STAR website: www.energystar.gov or on the RESNET (Residential Energy Services Network) website: www.natresnet.org . Some rehabilitated homes may also achieve ENERGY STAR® certification. 

 
A  HUD PIH 2005-25 (HA) and HFHM Board directive November, 2008
2)
- The term “Living space” includes stairways to basements, but not to an upper floor. 
- Additional square footage is allowed to the extent necessary to make exterior dimensions even increments 

(i.e. 24’ X 46’ is acceptable over 23’ 8” X 45’ 4”)
- Some local requirements may exceed these criteria and take precedence over HFHM criteria. 
**If this case exists, please include the local requirement in the comment section for this requirement**

B  HFHI “U.S. Construction Standards: Build to HFHI House Design Criteria. pp 10

3)
- A garage or carport may be included in the house plan if it is mandated by local requirements. 


C  HFHI “U.S. Construction Standards: Build to HFHI House Design Criteria”. pp 11

4)
- A covered entry ensures ease of entrance into a home, especially during inclement weather and by persons using
  mobility devices.
- The covered entrance should be at least 5’ x 5’ in order to satisfy the landing requirement in requirement 5. 
D  HFHI “U.S. Construction Standards: Build to HFHI House Design Criteria”. pp 11

5)
- The approach and design of the entrance are critical for accessibility by people using mobility devices.

- A ½” maximum height threshold minimizes obstructions and must be noted on the plan.
- The minimum 5’ x 5’ accessible entrance exterior landing must be at floor level and must be noted on the plan.
- The term “navigable route” does not automatically require a ramp. The path must be indicated on the plan to include consideration for the no-step entry and maximum 1:12 (1 foot in rise per 12 feet in length) slope requirement (see below). 
E   HFHI “U.S. Construction Standards: Build to HFHI House Design Criteria”. pp 11
F   MSHDA Office of Community Development “Visitability Standards for OCD Funded New Construction Projects”. Section 3a
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G  HFHI “Accessible Housing Manual” pg 12
H  HFHI “Visitability / Universal Design Standards” pg 1
I    HFHI “Accessible Housing Manual” pg 10

6)   - Note: 3’-8” wide hallways allow adequate space for framing and casing on 36” doors located at the end of a hallway.
J   HFHI “U.S. Construction Standards: Build to HFHI House Design Criteria”. pp 11
7)
- Doorways that are at least 36” wide allows ease of movement for the house’s occupants and visitors.
K   HFHI “U.S. Construction Standards: Build to HFHI House Design Criteria”. pp 11

8)   - Note: the door swing may not encroach any of the clear floor spaces required.
L   MSHDA Office of Community Development “Visitability Standards for OCD Funded New Construction Projects”. Section 3e


M  MSHDA Office of Community Development “Visitability Standards for OCD Funded New Construction Projects”. Section 3e


N   Department of Housing and Urban Development. “Fair Housing Accessibility Guidelines: Requirement 7”. Guideline 2.2.1
9)
- Environmental controls within this area allow most occupants to utilize them with minimal difficulty.
O   HFHI “Visitability / Universal Design Standards” pg 1

P   MSHDA Office of Community Development “Visitability Standards for OCD Funded New Construction Projects”. Section 3f

10)  -These criteria do not require that grab bars be installed at the time of construction. Grab bar locations must be noted on the floor plan. (See below)
Q   MSHDA Office of Community Development “Visitability Standards for OCD Funded New Construction Projects”. Section 3d
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R   HFHI “Accessible Housing Manual” pg 22: Figure 20
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